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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHESTERFIELD GENERAL HOSPITAL INTRODUCES HOSPITALIST PROGRAM

CHERAW, SC (AUGUST 4, 2011) : Healthcare has come a long way from the days of house calls from your personal physician. Modern technology and medical advances have radically changed the delivery of healthcare. As physicians seek to offer quality care to a growing number of patients, providing a personal touch to each patient in their practice is a challenge. 

Chesterfield General Hospital recently implemented a hospitalist program to enhance care to patients in our community. Two hospitalists, Dr. Jan De Camps and Dr. Francisco Polanco, joined the medical staff in August. They will provide care for hospitalized patients and be the liaison between the patient and the patient’s physician. 
Hospitals and physicians across the country are turning to hospitalists to enhance physician accessibility, coordinate treatment, and provide seamless care to patients. A hospitalist is a medical doctor who specializes in caring for the very kinds of medical conditions that need hospital care.  
 “Having a hospitalist on staff increases the amount of contact patients have with doctors while in the hospital and make hospital care more efficient,” said Chief Executive Officer, Paul Theriot, “Best of all, the hospitalist provides continuity of care and personalized attention for patients during their hospital stay, enhancing the patient’s experience.”

Hospitalists serve as valuable liaisons for both patients and providers. They work as a team and are available at the hospital or on call, 24 hours-a-day, seven days-a-week. Like a primary care doctor, hospitalists are trained in general internal medicine and other specialties. Because they practice exclusively in the hospital setting, they know the hospital’s specialists and departments well, and can expedite communication and treatment with other caregivers. 

Hospitalists on staff at Chesterfield General will assist us in caring for the increasing number of patients seen in the hospital as well as provide us with the opportunity for continued growth. Our hospitalists will provide support to our existing medical staff and other area physicians. I also expect the interactions between our hospitalists and the clinical staff will provide ongoing education and experience that will benefit Chesterfield General and those we serve,” said Chief Nursing Officer, Kari Snyder.
One job of the hospitalist is to communicate with a patient’s primary care doctor as needed, particularly at admission and discharge. Hospitalists can often shorten a patient’s stay and speed recovery by closely monitoring patients’ condition and making adjustments to the treatment plan. Once the patient is discharged, the hospitalist transfers care back to the patient’s primary care provider.

Many hospitals across the country now have hospitalists on staff to provide consistency, stability and structure for patients, and manage the patient’s interaction with other care team members, as well as communication between the hospital staff and family members. 

"We are excited to announce this growth into a new service line for Chesterfield General. The addition of this program will not only allow us to assist our existing physicians in the care for their patients, but also provide a service for those physicians who are critical to the citizens of Chesterfield County, and who also need a partner for coordinating inpatient care," Theriot, added.
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